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a good quality, for instance, so-called size, hectograph
blocks can be made which, as regards copying
capacity, are equally as satisfactory as those made
with the application of gelatine.
Hectograph blocks corresponding to all require-
ments can, therefore, easily be made by soaking the
size in water, adding glycerine, and allowing the
mass to solidify; the addition of glycerine should be
so proportioned that on cooling a product is obtained
having the consistency of a very soft vulcanized
rubber, and which on touching seems somewhat
clammy. If size is employed the hectograph block
obtained has an amber- or honey-yellow colour.
These hectographs, before they are poured into the
shallow metal vessels used for this purpose, should be
wanned for some hours to such an extent that they
just remain in a thin liquid state. During this pro-
cess all the foreign substances contained in the glue,
as well as those parts of the glue which only soften
but do not dissolve, settle at the bottom of the
vessel and, by slowly pouring off, the solution can be
separated from the sediment.
A.S already mentioned, it is sufficient to impart to
the glycerine glue such a consistency that it is
similar to soft rubber, and it then depends only on the
quality of the ink with which the original is written,
as to whether several or only a small number of
copies can be obtained. In general, however, it can
be taken that a firmer and less elastic hectograph
mass gives a "lesser number of copies, all of which
are very clear, whereas from a softer hectograph